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You can open almost any digital camera and remove the IR filter to get IR sensitivity in
the 800-900 nm range.

Now I'm probably on some FBI watch list!

#70 POSTED BY SPROING3 , APRIL 2, 2008 6:28 PM - @

It isn't hysteria to point out that digital cameras are prone to watermarkings, and that big
corporations already have a track record of using such markings.

Cameras that may leave identifyable watermarkings should not be registered, if you want
" democracy.

I'm sure you are already educated at how government officials infiltrate and try to subvert
politica] gatherings that are deemed anti status quo. There is a huge history of that, and of
course not only in the U.8. In some countries the governments are much less covert.

You say I'm making a hysterical big deal, as if this is something to do with my emotion and
judgment being askew.

Sometimes when my girlfriend is asleep, I'll nudge her. If it's a fire, and she is just too
sleepy, maybe I} yell. Not everything is just a small deal.

#71 POSTED BY ANTINOUS , APRIL 2, 2008 §:27 PM (O
'Sproing,
I'm with ydu.

" But if you want to feed something, get a goldfish.

#72 POSTED BY DOGGO . APRIL 2, 2008 §:47 PM ®
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God. Dammit. I hate when people use the word "sheeple"”.

#73 POSTED BY TAKUAN , APRIL 2, 2008 &:57 PM . O

yeah, but it's a valid term when used properly

yeah?
http://www.instructables.com/id/IR-digital-camera-mod-keeps-autofocus-intact/

#75 POSTED BY SKEP", APRIL 2, 2008 6:59 PM @
oT
@Doggo,

How about the word "Shero?" as in when Maya Angelou says "Heros and Sheros"
apparently because there's not enough "she” in "he-ros.” Gotta say "shero” bugs me.

#76 POSTED BY TAKUWAN , APRIL 2, 2008 7:01 PM @

or '
http://www.instructables.com/id/Infrared-IR=Webcam/

#77 POSTED BY TAKUAN , APRIL 2, 2008 7:04 PA

2
®

and
http://www.instructables.corm/id/Take-Infrared-Pictures-With-Your-Digital-Camera/

Interesting, the license says it's for UV/IR capabilities enabled in the firmware. That
sounds like it's possible to hack the firmware of one of their regular cameras to provide
the samte capability, Or do they have a EULA for their regular cameras that prohibits
modifications? Is reverse-engineering a legitimate business use? :)
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#79 POSTED BY TAKUAN , APRIL 2, 2008 7:40 PM &

anyone who cares can continue mining for hacks, the web is big,

Hounskull: Are you aware that you come across as a deliberately ill-mannered and
arrogant person?

Please answer the question.

#80 POSTED BY JAKE0748 , APRIL 2, 2008 7:46 PM @

Also would like the answer to the question - "Hounskull: Are you aware that you come

across as a deliberately ill-mannered and arrogant person?”

Just want to know if you are a troll or pain in the ass who doesn't ever want to admit that
someone else might be right... even on the smallest point.

very well, as you wish it.

| #82 POSTED BY JAKEO748 , APRIL 2. 2008 7:53 PM : @

@06 - "I come across as someone who responds to lame posts with derision,"

Since when is derision a way to conduct a civil discussion?

#83 POSTED BY TAKUAN , APRIL 2, 2008 7:58 PM @

For those who wish to experiment with IR photography using the equipment they likely
already have at hand.I have found the Instructables website full of useful projects and tips,
Ihaven't myself looked in to UV photography, but I'll bet they cover that as well, No need
to spend a lot of money you might not have.

#84 POSTED BY COWICIDE . APRIL 2, 2008 8:13 PM
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#38 posted by Skep , April 2, 2008 3:56 PM:

"#34 Whut Phuji Phears (NSFW, but you'll click it anyway}"

Indeed I did. I think the photos displayed there, being for commercial purposes, are
not typieal of IR and the swim suits chosen were most likely chosen to give dramatic
results. In fact, I think at least one of them is one of those super thin "Tan through
your swimsuit" suits, ‘

CONSPIRACY {!!

I never should have trusted this guy.

#85 POSTED BY SPROING3 , APRIL 2, 2008 8:15 PM L4

I've heen known to call someone an idiot, if they outright refuse the Greater Logie of His
Saucy Goodness. But barring pointing out an inability to be use reason, personal attacks
make you look stupid. And they make you smell.

#86 POSTED BY JAKEQ748 , APRIL 2, 2008 8:16 PM &

I'm giving up. Hounskull, you are no fun. Derision is not a civil response, no matter who
you are respbnding to. (Especially when the person you are responding to is wise, learned
and a ball of fun). There is no good response to someone who is "always right” and no fun
at all. So, I'll £0 on to better things right now and maybe we can tangle again some other
day. -

Ciao.

#37 POSTED BY TAKUAN , APRIL 2. 2008 8:20 PM ®

be patient Jake, he is not ready to talk

#88 POSTED BY TAKUAN , APRIL 2,2008 822 PM , @
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but Cowie? you don't trust Hunter S. Thompson?

#89 POSTED BY SKEP , APRIL 2, 2008 8:47.PM (O

HOUNSKULL, APRIL 2, 2008 7:49 PM #92 Takuan

"Hounskull: Are you aware that you come across as a deliberately ill-mannered and
arrogant person?”

No, I come across as someone who responds to lame posts with derision. way.

You seem to mistake the mistake of thinking they are mutually exclusive. They are not. 8o
much for you always being right.

#90 POSTED BY SKEP , AERIL 2, 2008 9:00 PM ®

Pervs can photograph kids, stalk people, do some really illegal and uncool things.
The sort of things people tend to have alarmist and visceral responses to, that make
the evening news, and prompt law suits.

Yes, apparently you need to buy any of Fuji's other products if you want to take pervy
photos. The lack of an ELUA for those cameras implies it's ok to use them, especially since
neither IR or UV are necessary to taking Perry photos and because all cameras are capable
of invading privacy. Fuji should have considered that when implementing the ELUA.

And unlike a telephoto lens, which still requires someone to voluntarily make
thernselves visible, it's hard to prevent against this unless a person wears a lead coat
all the time. (another distinction goof balls seem inéapable of understanding.)
hl
Yes, because anyone who disagrees wit hyour god-like reasoning ability must be a "goof
. ball." In fact, telephoto lenses allow photographers to take photos of people who
reaéonably believe they are in private--contradicting your false statement that such people
are "voluntarily mak[ing] themselives visible," That is why using extraordinary means to
take photos (including telephoto lenses) is an invasion of privacy.
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This EULA is perfectly understandable, and basically just an unenforceable CYA
maneuyer. As someone said, equivalent to a head shop posting a disclaimer aver the
door.

Understandable != reasonable. If it's truly unenforceable then there is no reason to ask for
it in the first place (if Fuji knows it to be unenforceable then it isn't a meaningful measure
and it won't give them legal cover.) Second, it is enforceable. It is an explicit contract
required as part of the purchase. Name the "un-enforceable" part of the contract,

The people alarmed over this (OMG!! AN EULAI!) are the sort of people who are
—_ always in hysterics about something. They're unhelpful and frankly, rather stupid.

That isn't an argument, it is merely a general ad hominem.

#91 POSTED BY SKEP , APRIL 2, 2008 9:02 PM @

Take a look at this #110 POSTED BY HOUNSKULL , APRIL 2, 2008 8:53 PM Ok,
troll kiddies. I'm big bad meanie for comnmenting on your nonsense. Happy now?

- It's not a mea culpa if you are still ca]ling their arguments nonsense just because you
disagree with them, ' '

Mod parent -1

#092 POSTED BY SPROING3 , APRIL 2, 2008 8:07 PM @

Infrared doesn't pass through clothes any better than does visible light. You can't "see
through" clothes with it.

The link to the joke porn site has nothing to do with IR.

Infrared will show heat gradations, So if you are wearing a tight fitting shear garment, like
a swimsnit, you could pick up on temperature differences on the outside of the fabric. ¥You
aren't going to pick up on temperature diffences underneath the fabric,

I would like to be educated as to the successful litigation for selling devices that could be
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used to compromise privacy. I'm aware that spy devices are sold openly, when they are not
restricted to police and government use.

And need I remind that regardless of if the cameras currently have digital signatures,
future ones could. The weak and dangerous thing to have is a database of owners and
future owners. If the seriousness of that possibility misses you, it probably always will.

#93 POSTED BY SKEP , APRIL 2, 2008 8:20 PM @

Ao ATM=EE 3 \

"#113 POSTED BY SPROING3 , APRIL 2, 2008 g:07 PM
Infrared doesn't pass through clothes any better than does visible light. You can't "see
through” clothes with it. ‘

The link to the joke porn site has nothing to do with IR."

Sorry, Sproing3, but there are different wavelengths of IR, including near and far IR. The
"near” IR is near visible wavelegth. It is the kind of IR used in the photos of swim suits
and in photos of plants that show the leaves as brilliant white--because the leaves reflect
so much near IR. The kind of IR you are thinking of is far, or thermal, IR imaging.

However, near IR isn't really that effective at seeing through clothes. In a few cases, soma
thin fabrics are more transparent to near IR than to visible light, but the swim suit photos
in the website are **worst case examples** especially chosen for the site and are not
representative of clothing or swimsuits in general. Heck, many swim suits are more
transparent when wet and any camera can see that difference.

Many spy devices are sold openly, partially due to poor enforcement of existing

wiretapping laws and because there many legal applications for gear that can also be used
to invade privacy--legal hallway security cam/illegal bathroom cam, etc.

#94 POSTED BY TAKUAN , APRIL 2, 2008 9:22 PM. @

and how is somecne's privacy violated if a grainy, black and white image of vague body
parts that could belong to anyone is the issue?

I would be more interested in, say, the use of FLIR careras to uncover marijuana grow
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operations in private dwellings,

#85 POSTED BY SPROING3 , APRIL 2, 2008 9:32 PM . @

Skep, I'm pretty sure that the porn website doesn't use an IR camera at all. Those are just
regular light pictures of models in sheer clothing.

As for near and far IR, I'm not quite getting your point, as regards-to seeing though ‘
clothes. Neither can, correct? You see infrared of the clothing itself, the heat of the
clothing - you don't see through clothing.

As for enforcement being the reason spy devices are openly sold, that may be - I'm not
¢lear on the law. My question was more along the lines of what examples of successful
lawsuits have their been. I'm trying to establish if there is a credible legal threat. Without

any prior successful lawsuits, I am inclined to believe there are other motivations at work. -

It's all about money and power. The EULA doesn't seem designed to make more money -
I'm pretty sure it would hamper sales. Does it credibly protect the money that it loses? If
not... : ‘ :

#06 POSTED BY TAKWAN , APRIL 2. 2008 9:40 PM @

does the executive staff of a company that sells restricted technology to "terrorists" stand a
chance of landing in jail for it? (oh yeah)

#97 POSTED BY TAKUAN , APRIL 2. 2008 9:45 PM @

Home from U.S. jail, B.C. businessman offers warning
Last Updated: Wednesday, November 28, 2007 | 11:02 AM ET
CBC News

A Vancouver businessman is warning Canadian businesses to beware of working with
countries the U.S. considers enemies, pointing to his time in a Texas jail as a cautionary
tale,’ '
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Farshid Rohani, also known as Seyed Abolghassem Rohani Eftekhari, spent more than a
year behind bars after pleading guilty to a charge of conspiracy to violate the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act and the Iranian Transaction Regulations, which forbid
trade with Iran.

The Iranian-born engineer maintzains his innocence and says he agreed to the guilty plea
in exchange for authorities dropping more serious charges on the advice of his lawyer —
and out of fear he could face up to 55 years in prison.

"I was very scared — 55 years. For what? For what? What did I do?" he said in an exclusive
~.  interview with CBC News, now back home in B.C. '
Tried to purchase high-tech equipment

Rohani, a management executive at a Vancouver-based company called Sutcast Foundry

Technologies, arrived in San Antonio, Texas, on Sept. 18, 2006, to buy a magnetostrictive
sensor, a machine worth $72,000 that uses ultrasonic waves to look for cracks and other

flaws in metal pipes.

As he was signing documents for the purchase from the Southwest Research Institute, FBI
agents swarmied the building.

"As soon as I sign it, FBI from window and door. Five people came and arrested me. At
first I couldn't talk. What's going on, what's happened?” he recalled.

_According to the institute's website, the equipment can be used to inspect large structures
such as the steel liners in containment buildings of nuclear power plants.

In a sworn affidavit, a U.8, Customs special agent cites e-mail correspondence to support
allegations that Rohani planned to ship the equipment to an engineering company in
Tehran.

Rohani said the e-mail exchange was with business partners in Iran who had tried
unsuccessfully tried to buy a similar piece of equipment.

But he denies allegations he was going to act as a middleman. He says he already owned a
similar device, purchased in Quebec, and was looking to use the new one for contracts to
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examine oil pipelines in Alberta and China.
Accused of being a terrorist by cellmates

When Rohani was arrested, he says, he was put behind bars alongside drug dealers and
violent offenders with ties to the Mexican mafia who demanded protection money and
called him a terrorist.

His court-appointed lawyer convinced him to take the plea deal.

"The trizl is going to maybe take two or three years ... and if you lose, lifetime in prison,"
he said the lawyer told him.

"So I am a logical person,” Rohani said,

Since returning to Canada nearly two weeks ago, Rohani says he still wakes up thinking
he's in the U.S, jail.

He says he hopes others don't also end up behind bars because of what he describes as
overzealous prosecutors, and that Canadians should know that even innocent ties to
countries such as Iran, North Korea and Syria could land them behind bars in the U.S.

"4s for near and far IR, I'm not quite getting your point, as regards to seeing though
_ clothes, Neither can, correct? You see infrared of the clothing itself, the heat of the
clothing - you don't see through clothing."

We see through clothing all the time. Black panties under white pants? Red bra under a
white blouse? Certain fabries are more transparent than others.

Near IR doesn't magically see through clothing, but some fabric is more transparent to
near IR than visible light. Let's go back to the Red bra under a white blouse. Could you see
the same red bra under a red blouse of the same kind of fabric? Maybe a little, but not so
much. I'm not giving you a very good analogy, but the idea with the near IR is that when
you filter out the visible light it can be like turing the red blouse white but leaving the bra
a contrasting color, taking the reflecting color of the blouse down making it easier to see
through the fabric to the bra underneath, but not a miracle and it only works with thin

http://www.boingboing.neﬂ2008/ 04/02/fuji-makes-you-sign.html _ 4/14/2009



- Fuji makes you signbizarre EULA to buy a camera - Boing Boing

fabrics with a high IR transparency relative to the visible light reflectivity. And, as you
noticed, many of the "IR" photos on the website were not very different from the fuil
spectrum photos--if anything they are mostly just shots of extraordinarily thin fabric
swimsuits.

The reason the Sony fiasco died down is because near IR is not a big deal and it doesn't
- live up to the hype. It doesn't see through normal fabrics.

#99 POSTED BY SPRQING3 .APRILQL_Z_@B__‘I_O;QQEM : @

Takuan @118 - That's a frightening tale of Massively Multiplayer Parental Overly-
‘concerngd Rightous Grotesquery. Can you tie it into the EULA thread?

#100 POSTED BY SPROING3 , APRIL 2. 2008 10:23 M ' @

I get it, if you have a very shear outer garment that is highly reflective, infrared will filter
out the glare of it, inas much, and only inasmuch, as the fabrie is also transparent.

And E‘;ony face some noise about IR. But no big company seems to be at any actual legal
risk. Risk of noise, maybe.

So is someone saying that these cameras make people out in public seriously erotically
exposed, unless they are dressing for the IR camera? Any examples to share about this? [
highly doubt it I'd wager anything sheer enough to be transparent to IR is going to be

sheer enough to be vulnerable to the right visible light conditions.

And patterns of nipple heat on someones swimsuit? Fuji's lawyers can't fight off a lawsuit
from Swimsuit Sue, while the Paparazzi can fight off lawsuits by British Royalty?

I'm not swallowing that load.

#101 POSTED BY SKEP , APRIL 2, 2008 10:51 PM @

122 POSTED BY HOUNSKULL , APRIL 2, 2008 10:29 PM #111 Genius, you're
equivocating a telephoto lens to an IR camera. What kind of an idiot you must be to
even conceive that equivalence...
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It would seem you are giving up all pretense of making honest arguments in favor of ad
hominems. That's too bad since you aren't an idiot, but you can sometimes be functionally
4dentical to one. '

One can, in fact, pool various privacy threats together when making a rational analysis of
the actual legal implications. You seem to be unfamiliar with how invasion of privacy laws
work, and indeed, taking extraordinary measures to see what could not ordinarily be seen
by eye is part of invasion of privacy laws. Both telephoto lenses and IR can, depending on
the circumstances, meet that standard. The "kind of idiot" who would "conceive that
equivalence" of IR and telephoto lenses includes law makers across the 50 states, judges
and prosecutors. :

Your rather obvious ignorance on the matter of privacy laws--whether real or feigned--and
the arrogance with which you wield it suggests that your further comments are likely of
the same ilk and really aren't worth considering based on the credibility of the source.

#102 POSTED BY SPROING3 , APRIL 2, 2008 10:52 PM : (O

Hounskull @123 - IR, as you might know, will "see through" to the same extent as visible
light, The main difference that the body glows with heat, and this shine out through shear
fabrics. So you might be able to pick up the body glow. But the body glow is nothing like
reflected light - it is more amorphous (less morphous?).

As the camera has been out for a year, there ought to be some pics out there of us to use in
our discussion. If not, well, maybe IR is not quite so riske a technology. And I wanted my
see through specs! Guess I'll have to wait for the T-Ray-camera to come out,

So, Mr. H, we are waiting for two things from you, for a credible argument, 1) examples of
companies with big budget lawyers having lost lawsuits in related cases, and 2) examples

that this technology is substantially more intrusive than similar technology that is freely
sold. '

#103 POSTED BY HOUNSKULL | APRIL 2,.2008 10:56 PM @.

btw, on the light transmissability of fabrics:
Anybody who wears technical clothing for outdoor activities, may have noticed a "UV
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bloek” rating. It might be UV 20 to 50 or so. That indicates they're specially treated with
UV absorbent coatings to bloek UV light, for skin protection. ‘

That's necessary because many materials are highly transparent to UV, A garment which
blocks over 95% of visible light may still be very "see-througli” and transparent to UV.
Many synthetic fibers are initially transparent, to a wide range of the spectrum, before
being dyed for color by blocking/reflecting in-the visible light spectrum. $ilk is also highly
fransparent. Thin cotton and many other natural fibers are fairly transparent.

None of which I'd worry about ordinarily.

But, if you see a creep photographing kids using a UV/IR camera, or some stalker or other
loser, it's a good idea to call the police.

Oh, and if they're using a UV/IR camera and signed a EULA, they won't be able to deny
knowledge or intent.

#104 POSTED BY SKEP , APRIL 2, 2008 10:57 PM 0%

BTW, I was ready to chastise JAKE0748 for suggesting you are a troll. The troll accusation
is a bit like Goodwin's law. However, I think that closing a post with "(idot.)"--for the sole
reason that you disagree on the definition of "normal”--combined with your additional
liberatl use of ad hominem attacks in this thread, deﬁnité]y elevates you to an increasingly
clear qualification for trollhood.

#105 POSTED BY SKEP , APRIL 2, 2008 11:01.PM . @

"125 POSTED BY SPROING3 , APRIL 2, 2008 10:52 PM

Hounskull @123 - IR, as you might know, will "see through" to the same extent as visibie
light. The main difference that the body glows with heat, and this shine out through shear
fabrics. So you might be able to pick up the body glow. But the body glow is nothing tike

- reflected light - it is more amorphous (less morphous?)."

«Close. Near IR is just a little past the visible spectrum and is very similar in a lot of ways.
It is similar to putting a dark red filter over your camera and taking B&W photos--only
more so. You do not see the heat glow of bodies in near IR and you can't take images in -
total darkness without an IR source (bodies don't show up as glowing as they do in
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thermal IR like you see when watching a FLIR camera shot from a police helicopter. This
camera requires "light" to take pictures, but it may not be visible "light."

#106 POSTED BY SPROING3 , APRIL 2, 2008 11:02 PM &

Oh, and Mr. H - I'm not surprised that you picked up on the fact me pointing out that you
pointing out my character flaws makes you stupid is an ad hominem.

T am surprised that you thought it enlightening to explain to me the inconsistency that
was involved in creating my witticism, Kinda makes you seem a little stowish,

#107 POSTED BY SKEP , APRIL 2, 2008 11:04 PM ®

"#128 POSTED BY HOUNSKULL , APRIL 2, 2008 10:58 PM
#125 sproing3

You don't know what you're talking about and are an idiot. I've already told you that as
have others."

Sproings is at least willing to try to learn, unlike you, who's main talent seems to be the
rapidity with which you can type the word "idiot.",

#108 POSTED BY SPRQING3 , APRIL.2, 2008 11:08 PM @

"This camera requires "light" to take pictures, but it may not be visible "light.”

Ok, so it acts like a fancy filter. It sees "through" clothes exactly to the extent that the
clothes are transparent to visible light.

Bathing suits are close to opaque to near IR then, are most fabrics. Only very sheer
womens dresses would be an issue, and then only in the best lighting conditions.

#1089 POSTED BY SKEP , APRIL 2, 2008 11:23 PM ' _ @

"Ok, so it acts like a fancy'ﬁlter._ It sees "through” clothes exactly to the extent that the
clothes are transparent to visible light."
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Very close, Near IR fs not actually visble, its litterally a shade past red, light that you can't
see. But you have the general idea.

" Most clothes do not show anything by using an IR camera--which is what I meant by
normal. Many consumer cameras have a special "night" mode and built in IR LED "light"
source. They can take pictures with light you can't see, You can play with this feature and
you'll discover that it does not magically make clothes see-through. (BTW, surely the
ability to see in total darkness has more privacy implications than the occasionally IR
translucent swimsuit, yet no EULA is required to by the numerous consumer cameras that
come with that feature, 'or the many, many in-expensive concealable security cameras with
that feature--but-I'm sure Mr, Super Genius (Helmet Head} has an explanation of why we
are all "idiots" for thinking so.) ‘

#110 POSTED BY COWICIDE . APRIL 2..2008 31:27 M @

I feel left out, Hounskull hasn't called me an idiot yet. Or, maybe he implied it earlier
somehow and I fricken’ missed it? rats.... '

#111 POSTED BY SKEP , APRIL 2, 2008 $1:35 PM <@

#1353 POSTED BY HOUNSKULL, APRIL 2, 2008 11:16 PM Skep, "idiot" goes for
you too.

Now you are just repeating yourself. Reminds me of Anime. "Baka! Baka! Baka!"
Now if I was truly predictable you would have predicted my dissection of your arguments
and, in anticipation, also included the counter arguments. Strangely, in spite of your

psychic powers of prediction, you did not.

Your logic as run out, but your bluster has remained. Sort of like Dr. Jekyll and Mr: Hyde.
It seems Dr. Jekyll has lost the battle, leaving only Mr. Hyde here to call people idiots.

'As much as I enjoy a proper rational dustup, there is not much point to arguing with

someone who's main counter argument is "idiot." And it is not that you are mean--though
you are--it is that your **argurments®** are ad hominems rather than rational discourse.
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You started out with arrogant but fact-inspired arguments but soon dispensed with the
need to support your arguments when you could, instead, simply call people "idiot."

If you are going troll with ad hominems rather than rational discourse you could at least
attempt some panache and be entertaining rather than just dull boor.

#112 POSTED BY S§PRQING3 , APRIL 2, 2008 11:41 PM &

Equivocate?

It's so cute when you try to use grownup words!

#1123 POSTED BY SKEP , APRIL 2. 2008 11:42 PM @

#136 POSTED BY HOUNSKULL , APRIL 2, 2008 But don't worry. Your skull seems
to be highly opaque and like a "fancy filter" prevents any illumination from dawning
upon you.

Remarkably, that was apparently stated "irony-free," in spite of the fact that
HOUNSKULL's handle is named after a type of medieval helm with a full-face visor with

tiny eye slits—all the better to call down from one's high horse with epithets while ignoring
any need for rational argument.

#114 POSTED BY SKEP., APRIL 2, 2008 11:53 PM @

"Anyways, please resume ignorant but highly passionate debate.”

Not really possible with out you. Kind of need the main protagonist to continue.

#115 POSTED BY SPROING3 , APRIL 2, 2008 11:53 PM @

‘Well, back on track - this EULA smells to me very much like Afrqraft Securith Theater, A
distraction, meant to aclimatize people to a climate of Big Brother,

- And I back this lip by the actions of the major inkjet printer companies, telcom
comipanies, oil companies, etc, ete. Big government js playing a part in the growing

http://fwww.boingboing.net/2008/04/02/fuji-makes-you-sign.html ' 4/14/2009
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fascism, If that seems like an insanely strange proposition - it is. And the insanely strange
evidence is discussed daily on Boingboing.

#116 POSTED BY SPROING3 , APRIL 2, 2008 11:54 PM @

Sorry - that should read; Big business is playihg a part in the growing faseism.

#117 POSTED BY MCBASSMAN APR|L 3,2 2:09 AM ‘ @

" do you actually have to agree to the EULA before you can walk out of the shop with it???

#118 POSTED BY HASSAN-I-SABBAH , APRIL 3. 2008 3:0¢ AM @

Houndskull.—what seems to be your problem?Please, enough. we are all in you debt.you
are very clever and have enlightened us on numerous topics. Your thoughts are like gold to
us mere "idiots". Truly pearls before swine,

Although this wisdom does not make you happy. You are angry at those who are less
"Houndskully" than yourself.This I can understand.Tell us how to be better .Share.

#119 POSTED BY PINUPS7 , APRIL 3, 2008 3 A @

Hi, I didn't read all comments, but I'm must say I'm puzzled by what I read until now: are
you all so obsessed with "see-through-swimming-suits” issues that you don't see that
there's much more to it, especially security issues? I mean, here you have a 500% IR
camera with a 300mm lens and superior optics looking like an ordinary SLR! A burglars
dream!!!

#120 POSTED BY VILLAGE |DIOT , APRIL 3, 2008 5:59 AM ‘ @

Humans are so weird, designing neat stuff like this camera but then not selling it to the
public for some reason (the real one) but justifying the action with BS fears of exposing

. someone's nipples at the beach or that some perv might create underage and vague

vagina-esque or proto-penis imagery as seen by otherwise invisible wavelengths of light.

~ 80 what? Actually, the EULA never talks about kids or swimsuits, but some here are

arguing that point for them anyway because at heart we all know how silly humans still
are about stuff like this.

http://www.boingboing.net/2008/04/02/fuji-makes-you-sign.htm]
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Where I live, I can buy a 12 gange shotgun much more easily than this camera (cheaper,
too!) but no one makes me sign a promise to not to do bad things with it first, since if 1 did

‘it wouldn't matter what I thought, or knew, or signed; I'm still gonna be in big trouble.

 Kiddie porn filmed in any wavelength of light is illegal. Shooting them with any gauge of

shotgun is also illegal.

This issue is most likely not about protecting kids or penetrating the opacity of swimsuits.

E23 B, APRIL 3, 2008 7:54 AM @

#1271 POSTED BY CYCL

Good to see the moderation here keeping people from abusing others in what really could
easily be a simple discourse on cameras, EULAs, increasing technology, and the
scrambling of people to attempt desperately to cover their own asses. I agree with
Hounskull this isn't really a big deal in itself or a reason to hate Fuji passionately.

Perhaps if you find the same camera without the EULA, buy it from the other party. I
stopped going to one dentist when they requested I sign an arbitration agreement and
instead went with another dentist. Not that I never sign those agreements, just that I had
seen this dentist for 3 years with no agreement and then it was sprung upon me. 3 months
after I changed dentists, that office closed down. ‘

#122 POSTED BY SPRINGBREAKISOVER , APRIL 3, 2008 9.33 AM &

Obviously this camera uses the same technology as Rowdy Roddy Piper's glasses in They
Live. ‘

#123 POSTED BY TAKUAN , APRIL 3, 2008 11:16 AM @

Dear Sproing

Why do EULA's like this one exist? What social/political/legal climate creates the need for
them? What is Fuji seeking protection from? I hope that is responsive,

#124 POSTED BY TAKUAN , APRIL 3, 2008 11:19 AM ] L
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ITT fined $100 million for illegal tech exports

George Leopold
EE Times
(03/27/2007 5:10 PM EDT)

WASHINGTON — ITT Corp. has confessed to exporting military night vision technology
to China and other countries without an export license and has agreed to pay fines totaling
$100 million, the Justice Department said Tuesday (March 27).

ITT, the leading producer of night vision equipment for the U.S. military, agreed to plead
guilty to separate counts of exporting military equipment without an export license and
omitting information from arms export control reports. The government said the plea
agreement is the first conviction of a major U.S. military contractor under the Arms

. Export Control Act.

#1265 POSTED BY KENMCE , APRIL 3, 2008 4:14 PM ®

~

>ITT fined $100 million for illegal tech exports

I don't see the part where they compare the size of the fine to the amount ITT brought in
in sales, or how big that fine is relative to their yearly earnings.

#126 POSTED BY SPROING3 , APRIL 3, 2008 9:12 PM ®
Hey ~ I think you're switching on a lightbulb. Interesting communication style, by the way:.
Say just enough, but not all, so that when I make the connection it will seem like my idea,

Seems you are saying that this is near military equipment that could be used domestically
in a civil war or other civil disturbance. Seems one reason to control the technology is that
it has military value.

. If s0, that motivation would go alongside with one to register digital imaging devices. It is

of civil disobedience control interest to track down photographers of the wrong sorts of
pictures.
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#127 POSTED BY SPROING3 , APRIL 3. 2008 9:15 PM ®

Hey - I think you're switching on a lightbulb. Interesting communication style, by the way.
Say just enough, but not all, so that when I make the connection it will seern like my idea.

Seems you are saying that this is near milifary equipment that could be used domestically
in a civil war or other civil disturbance. Seems one reason to control the technology is that

it has military value, :

If so, that motivation would go alongside with one to register digital imaging devices. It is

- of civil disobedience control interest to track down photographers of the wrong sorts of

pictures.

#128 POSTED BY ANTINOUS , APRIL 3, 2008 9:20 PM @

- Say just enough, but not all

If only we could get more people to adopt this communication style! Sometimes I wonder
if commenters are getting paid by the word.

#1289 POSTED BY TAKUAN , APRIL 3, 2008 9:41 PM @

hey, hey... do I come down and tell you how to make licence plates?

. #130 POSTED BY TAKUAN , APRIL 5, 2008 3:54 PM @

Men with 'highly sensitive’ cameras arrested at airport

* Story Highlights
* Ten of the cameras were found in the men's checked luggage, officials say -

~ * The thermal imaging cameras have potential military use

* The men had been in the United States for about a week, officials say
* They were arrested for trying to take the cameras without the proper export licenses

LOS ANGELES, Califorfia (AP) -- Two men attempting to board a plane to China with
nearly a dozen sensitive infrared cameras in their luggage were arrested on Saturday, a
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federal official said,
art.]ax.glipg

The men. were preparing to board a flight to Beijing at the Los Angeles International
Airport. ' . '

Federal agents stopped the pair on the jetway as they were preparing to board the flight to
Beijing. '

The men had been in the United States for about a week, said Rick Weir, assistant special
agent in charge of the Los Angeles office of the Department of Commerce's Bureau of
—~ Industry and Security.

Yong Guo Zhi, a Chinese national, and Tah Wei Chao, a naturalized U.S. citizen, were
arrested for investigation of trying to take therma] imaging cameras with potential
military use to China without the proper export licenses, Weir said.

Julie Salcido, a supervising agent with the Bureau of Industry and Security, said one of the
men purchased the cameras, assuring the seller repeatedly that they were only for
domestic use,

"He repeatedly said he wouldn't export,” she said.

Ten of the cameras, which measure about 2 inches square and cost about 85,000 each,
were found in the men's checked luggage, Weir said.
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Sketch comedy troupe proposes a EULA for friendship

POSTED BY CORY DOCTOROW, MARCH 9, 2009 10:56 PM | BERMALINK

YOUWRE PROBABLY TOO LATETO IiUY THE

Yector FM and NOAA Weather Alert
Radie with Flashlight- 2 Pack

EMEMEER Ty CH:

b‘ W M oooo @ A

IM ALY

AlexanderDitto sez, "This week's LoadingReadyRun video addresses combining restrictive
End-User License Agreements with Friendships. Results: pain. Also laughs!”

I really liked the sideswipe at the kind of "friendship” that social network services seem to
think we live with."

Terms of Friendship (Tharks, AlexanderDitto!)

Advertise Here With FM

wenw. federatedmedia.net
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« A fair EULA for downloaded works - Boing Boing

e Hardest-to-understand EULA *ever* when vou install WoW on GNU ...
o Thomas Edison's crappy, price-fixing EULA - Boing Boing

s Malware gets a EULA - Boing Boing

» Grapeg with a EULA - Boing Boing -

» Fuji makes you sign bizarre EULA {0 buy a camera - Boing Boing
- DHS perfects the abusive EULA - Boing Boing
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Discussion

#1 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS, MARCH 9, 2009 11:01_PM @

These Victoria guys are pretty damn funny. Plus one of their mainstay female leads is
smokin' hot,

Check out the saga that was their Desert Bus fundraiser for Child's Play. I spent a weekend
in that chat with them and I would say it was time well spent for a good cause.

#2 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS, MARCH 10, 2009 7:33 AM @

" I think Rands did this first with FriendDA -
http:/ /www.friendda.org/

http://www.randsinrepose.com/archives/2008/10/10/friendda.htm]
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#3 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS, MARCH 10, 2009 8:22 AM

Iloved the video! A good, light-hearted parody of EULAs.

The rest of their stuff is really good, too.

I'was surprised Desert Bus didn't show up on boingboing, Maybe next year.

#5 POSTED BY MICAH, MARGH 10, 2008 10:14 AM - &

EULAs are just like NYC apartment brokers.

#6 POSTED BY RUMQRSOFMYDEMISE, MARCH 10, 2009 10;59 AM @

1 was distracted by the giant map of Moscow. Is that quilted?

#7 POSTED BY EViL JIM, MARCH 10, 2008 11;48 AM &

This isn't the first time they've delved into "law... thing." Their video The Divorce is also
worth checking out,

#8 POSTED BY NOVAKREQ, MARCH 11, 2009 3:21 A ' @

1 was enjoying it until a text ad popped-up (for the second time) in the middle of the
frame, at which point I stopped watching.

Leave a comment

Sign in to comment, or comment anonymeously,

WARNING: Anonymous messages are held for moderation. This could take a (long)
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A fair EULA for downloaded works

My latest Guardian column's just gone up, about the message that entertainment
companies send when they put crappy EULAs on their digital downloads:

Here's the world's shortest, fairest, and simplest licence agreement: "Dan't violate
copyright law." If I had my way, every digital download from the music in the
iTunes and Amazon MP3 store, to the ebooks for the Kindle and Sony Reader, to the
games for your Xbox, would bear this ~ and only this — as its licence agreement.

"Don't violate copyright law" has a lot going for it, but the best thing about it is what
it signals to the purchaser, namely: "You are not about to get screwed.”

You shouldn't have to sell. lI your soul just to do load some music

posted in: COPYFIGHT

% FAVORITE THISI 8 senD diggit [- Buzz up"

OLDER ' NEWER
JIM MUNROE'S THEREFORE. REPENT AS A . ANTI"CLEAN COAL" SHORT 8Y.THE COEN

FREE DOWNLOAD BROTHERS

Discussion

#1 POSTED BY BALDHEAD, FEBRUARY 25, 2008 10:32 AM &

Yeah but that wastes the grand opportunity to fid new ways to define copyright law.,

http://www.boingboing.net/2009/02/26/a-fair-eula-for-down.html
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#2 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS , EEBRUARY 26, 2009 10:41 AM ®
Seems redundant. Might as well say:

Don't do drugs

Don't shoot yourself

Don't be evil

or

Don't do stuff you shouldn't do.

#3 POSTED BY WEIGHTEDCOMPANIONCUBE , FEBRUARY 26, 2009 11:01 AM @
For years iPod packaging had "Don't Steal Music” on it. Even though Apple has a (at the
time) DRM-only music store, they know damn well that isn't where most users get their
music, :

#4 POSTED BY EQBBQ , FEBRUARY 26, 2009 11:03 AM ®

It'san interesting age we live in when the previously arcane concepts of copyright law
intrude upon our day to day activities. Do we need to constantly define and redefine

copyright law with each and every agreement we enter into? No. Awareness of these laws
will not skip into the shadows once more any time soon because they are being driven into
the light and - hopefully, eventually, inevitably - redefined into a singular and consistent
understanding for everyone., Therefore a simple EULA of "Don't violate copyright law."
would become as inviolate a principle of behaviour as "Thou shalt not kill.”

-Of course, we're still working on that one.

‘While I'm here, I was curious if Cory's email EULA is public domain? I'd love to emulate,
copy, rip-off what you always tag on to the end of your mails - with my own amendments

~ and acknowledgement, naturally - with my own missives.

Cheers,

#5 POSTED BY CHURCH . EEBRUARY 26, 2009 11:09 AM
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How about, "Don't violate Jefferson's Copyright Law?" That I could go for,

#6 POSTED BY GOTMIKE , FEBRUARY 26, 2008 11:38 AM 1O

Ilove the concept, but it doesn't make it clear to the user what they can and can't do with
the work. If the statement-doesn't grant a license, then any copying, distributing or
modifying the work would violate copyright. If the statement is intended to imply that
certain uses of the material are permitted without violating copyright, it is hard to
determine where the line is. Out of curiosity, I would love to see p'eople reply in the
comments with what they think would and wouldn't be permitted under the EULA. Which
of the following do you think would be permitted under the proposed license:

1. Use of the software;

2, Copying .tlhe software;

3. Distributing copies to other people;

4. Making modifications and derivative works of the software for your own use;

5. Making modifications and derivative works to sell to other people?

1 realize the example was intended to make a point, but I think it would be useful to build

on the idea and create a short EULA that is respectful to users and includes a little more

_detail about what the author expects the user to be able to do with the material.

'#7 POSTED BY XOPHER , FEBRUARY 26, 2009 11:43 AM ®

GotMike, the point of EULAS is to restrict use beyond what copyright laws already
prescribe and proscribe. A EULA that merely explains copyright law isn't very useful to
the company trying to do that. What Cory's doing is essentially saying that EULAs are a
bad thing. .

#6 POSTED BY AVRAM / MODERATOR B, FEBRUARY 26, 2009 11:55 AM @

hﬁﬁ:_//wwv_v.boingboing.netf2009/02/26/a—fair—eu1a-for-down.html
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My favorite software EULA was one I saw in the '80s. I think the software was either a
screensaver or a hard drive defragmenter. (Or both.) I don't recall the exact word'ing, hut
it was along the lines of: We're not going to tell you that you have to buy a license of this
software for every computer you use it on in your office, because we know you wouldn't do
it. But at least don't share it around to your friends and neighbors. We have rent to pay,
too.

#9 POSTED BY MIDKNYTE , FEBRUARY 26, 2008 11:58 A @

*...30 now the pitch goes: "We gave you what you asked for, you've brought us to our
knees, Now, please stop ripping us off and start buying musie again — we're offering a fair
deal..."

No, and no. DRM is only being dropped in mantra. 2 out of the 3 major vendors of music
downloads (in my mind those are iTunes, Amazon, and the Zune platform), still enforce

device tie-in.

Just sell the dog-gamned music, in an accepted standard format (high bitrate mp3 please)
and let me walk away [and play it on the device of "my" choosing].

Nidknyte - MP3 might be universal, but it isn't free as in speech OR beer.

Strictly speaking, all distributors of products or media that utilize MP3 must pay royalties
to Thompson/Fraunhofer,

Sheesh, they've even got a website: http:/ /mpalicensing.com/

#11 POSTED BY JEFF , FEBRUARY 26, 2009 2:44 PM 1O

Is it just a myth that what people find on the internet (stuff they can download), they
expect to get for free? And that’s just because people figured out how to share music with
their friends {or some variant thereof), to the point where it became the perfect way to get

“music without paying for it. I want DMR free music and audio books, but then there has to

hittp://www.boingboing.net/2009/02/26/a-fair-eula-for-down.htm!
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.

be some logical way to deal with pirated entertainment. Al surveillance of all net traffic?
She will know if the files are allowed. No more child porn either. Mother will make the

internet safe again,

#12 POSTED BY NUE , FEBRUARY 26, 2008 4:16 PM ‘ @&

I think it's still too early to say "don't viclate copyright law" and leave it at that. The field's
been around for a long, long time but the principles have only been applied to individuals
in the last 15 or so years.

The majority of people alive today (including miy 20 year old self) would have been alive
when it was still only commercial publishers or the most fevered of photocopying
librarians who could even attempt to breach copyright law. The law on the area is in no
way settled and until the law actually is settled it's literally against people’s human rights
to expect them to follow the strange and unwritten rules that they don't know yet.

Wait a few years, watch the outcome of a few trials which aren’t immediately called
mistrials {especially wait for one which actually takes place in the UK) before you can
actually point to "copyright law" as something you can follow or at least not break, at least
beyond common sense things like if "someone pays someone else to record an album and

" you download it for free maybe someone’ll mind".

#13 POSTED BY TAKUAN , EEBRUARY 26, 2009 4:23 PM @

=, e Taaw T

"do not bind the mouths of the kine that tread the grain"

#14 POSTED. BY MIDKNYTE , FEBRUARY 26, 2008 6:33 PM RO

@10 "...Nidknyte - MP3 might be universal, but it isni't free as in speech OR beer..."

Where in my post did I utter the word free? And why does everyone dogmatically equate
mp3 with theft, You've been trained very, very well. '

Sheesh, I even wrote it in plain English.

#15 POSTED BY WEIGHTEDCOMPANIONCUBE , FEBRUARY 27, 2009 807 PM &

http:/fwww.boingboing.net/2009/02f26/a—fair-eula-for—down.htmi
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Midkﬁyte - MP3 != theft. I never said that, and you're obnoxious for saying I did. Can you

read "plain English"?

T just pointed out that even though everyone uses it, it's not the best choice for DRM-free
purchased music, If I'm paying close to the satne price as a CD, I'd like something lossless

such as FLAC and compress it to whatever format I please.

#16 POSTED BY MIDKNYTE , FEBRUARY 28, 2008 8:58 PM

Yes, I have a chip on my shoulder and I barked. Sorry.

Post a comment

Login or create an account to comment on this entry,

WARNING: Anonymous messages are held for moderation. This could take a (long)
while. Or your comment may not be posted at ail. Please consider creating an account and

logging in, It's fast, free, and we don't spam, ever.
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POSTED BY CQRY DOCTQRQW, JANUARY 13, 2009 10:28 PM | PERMALINK n e . S

Mark sez, "I brought a few Edison Cylinders in for the elementary kids we're coaching for
a Maker-like school competition calied Mind Games here in Richmond, VA. (Innovation,
compare to iPhone, etc). Since theyll be returning to the idea later I thought some pics . , TR
would save the 100-year old pieces a grubby-fingered death. That's where the 35-cent ‘ ' cIs¢o
price floor jumped out at me. I knew he was brutal about IP, but dayyum, international
price cartels too?" ' ‘

LY T UYOURE PAGBABLY TGO LATE TO BUY THE
; Vector FM and NOAA Weather Alert

Radio with Flashlight- 2 Pack

Advertise Hare With FM
www.fode ratedmedianet
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Patented in Great Britain, Germany, France and other Countries. This record is sold
upon the condition that it shall not be re-sold to or by any unauthorized dealer or
used for duplication, and that it shall not be sold, or offered for sale, by the original,
or any subsequent purchaser (except by authorized jobber or factor to an authorized
retail dealer) for less than 35 cents in the United States, nor in other countries for
less than the price given in the current Edison catalogues of the country in which it

http://www.bbingboing.net/2009/01/13/thomas-edisons-crapp. html
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is sold, Upon any breach of this condition, the license to use and vend this record,
implied from such sale, immediately terminates.

EtJLA - End User License Agreement, Edison invented that, too (Thanks, Mark!)

See also: Record industry DRM from 1907

posted in: CIVLIB, COPYFIGHT , GADGETS
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" RC HELICOPTER USED TQ SMUGGLE TERRIBLE APARTMENT AD -- PROBABLY NOT

CONTRABAND (7) INTO PRISON REAL, FUNNY NEVERTHELESS

Discussion

#1 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS , JANUARY. 13, 2008 11:10 PN @

Man, FUCK the RIAA] -

Wait, this is from before the RIAA was founded? Say what?

=

@

#2 POSATED BY ANONYMOUS , JANUARY 13,2009 11:43 P

Thomas Edison was an asshole, thats why he electrocuted an elephant to prove Tesla's AC
was dangerous. hitp://www.boingboing.net/2008/01/03/edison-electrocuted html It is
unsuprising that he had a hellishly stupid EULA.

#3 POSTED BY ECLECTRO , JANUARY 14, 2009 1:22 AM ' @

That's the thing. Since they started printed books they have been trying to hammer home
an EULA, and with every generation of new technology comes the cultural legal Luddites
to try and scare people with fear mongered nonsensical forced contracts. Only to have

* http://www.boingboing.net/2009/01/13/thomas-edisons-crapp.html
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their greed proven wrong eventually by a court or economic reality.

#4 POSTED BY DRHAGGIS IR, JANUARY 14, 2000 1;38 AM ®

This looked familiar. Looks like Xeni scooped you in 2006. Still, it needs repeating to
remind us how far we've come/how far left to go when it comes to copyright.

-http://www.boingboing.net/2006/12/20/record-industry-drm- html

2009 1:52 AM &

#5 POSTED BY CORY DOCTORCW , JANUARY 14,

Thanks, Dr Haggis!

#6 POSTED BY BANANACHA

JANUARY 14, 2009 1:57 AM @

- You know Tesla would have given it to the world for free, just to benefit future generations
of humanity.

#7 POSTED BY GILBERT WHAM , JANUARY 14, 2009 2:01 AM @

My brother has, in his bathroom, an earthenware bottle of similar vintage which has a
. EULA on it stating what you're allowed to use it for. I shall endeavour to get pictures.

#8 POSTED BY UGLY CANUCK , JANUARY 14, 2009 5:18 AM ®
bananachair, are you trying to be arch/ironic? I don't know about tesla, but Dr. Salk gave
his polic vaccine aivay for the benefit of humanity.

Good people do that sometimes, that is , something for the good of others without reward.

. I know that's contrary to neo-con,/neo-lib theology, but so what?

#9 POSTED BY TAKUAN , JANUARY 14, 2009 5:18 AM : @

what shall we do then, with all these lawyers?

hitp://www.boingboing.net/2009/01/13/thomas-edisons-crapp.html : 4/14/2009
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#10 POSTED BY UGLY CANUCK , JANUARY_ 14, 2009 5:29 AM

Ya know, both Ontario (in retail stores} and Quebee (in their pubs) have recent]y enforced
price floors on the price of beer. .
I suspect we shall see more "minimum floor prices”, should deflation really start to bite.
As to lawyers, we little people need a thick forest of Laws to hide in. Some lawyers are like
brush-clearers, others are like tree-planters.

As to "what we shall do" with them, use them as you would any other tool.

Boy have I seen some people hurt themselves through the ighnorant use of tools.

#11 POSTED BY SWORM , JANUARY 14, 2008 6:10 AM L0

Mr. Kalashnikov never got any royalties for his little invention. And he's still alive,
Then again, the kalashnikov has killed millions if not hundreds of milllions of people.
I still prefer him to the RIAA.

/randomness

#12 POSTED BY GREGLONDON , JANUARY 14, 2009 6:23 AM @

"it shall not be resold"

“Wow. A forewarning of the RIAA's attempt to keep stores from selling used CD's a century

later?

#13 POSTED BY TAKUAN , JANUARY 14, 2009 B:52 AM &>

not everyone can afford these tools, and yet they are cut by them. Is it ethical for a
struggling single mother who finds herself sued by RTAA lawyers over her child's music

download to strike at the agent of her suffering? Asymmetric warfare?

#14 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS , JANUARY 14, 2008 6:55 AM @

Well arguably, part of the reason for this onerous EULA was that the cylinders were NOT

http://www.boingboing.net/2009/01/13/thomas-edisons-crapp.htm]
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protected by copyright..

#15 POSTED BY FQUROBOROS , JANUARY 14, 2009 7:06 AM &

@drhaggis — Hadn't seen that pbst, but the EULA was the news in Xeni's piece. As [ said
in the note that Cory posted (I'm Mark), the ridiculous price-fix idea is the little gnorme
that popped out for me.

#16 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS , JANUARY 14, 2009 7:38 AM @

It sounds threatening, but it's legal nonsense. A sale implies that you pass ownership of
the goods. You can't license a right to use something to the person who already owns it.
Similarly, you don't have privity of contract between the original seller and the buyer one
transaction down the line from the original one.

#17 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS , JANUARY 14,.2009 7:54 AM ®

Huh. A DRM drum

#18 POSTED BY ENODQ , JANUARY 14, 2009 9;Q.2_& L

In Edison's defense: you should know that at that time there were literally no laws
whatsoever regarding copyright for sound recordings. One amusing fact is that righf at the
outset of the recording industry, the companies that subsequently became the titans of the
entertainment world started out by copying each others' recordings. There was nothing
that could be done legally at the time that could stop copiers, so recording companies
added these sorts of EULAs so that at least the original publisher could go after the

.infringer for contract violation.

Edison was not gt all alone in this. In fact, due to some shenanigans in the courts at the
time, the Victor Talking Machine Company was forced to "lease" its records, not sell them.
They had an even more restrictive EULA, which you can see on the pictures of the labels
here: ' '

http://www.mainspringpress.com/victori.html

httpi//www.boingboing.net/2009/01/13/thomas-edisons-crapp.htm!
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#19 POSTED BY VIOLET222 , JANUARY 14, 2009 9:35 A

" Hey Cory--I suggested a link for BB to a photo of a EULA on a similar-vintage eylinder in
-November 2008. Must have slipped by you. For what it's worth, the image quality is much

#20 POSTED BY PINEHEAD . JANUARY 14. 2009 213 PM @

@u

Are you talking about JUST the AK-47, or do you mean all weapons bearing the
Kalashnjkov brand? Because I thought the guy designed the AK-47 for the Soviet military,
giving them all rights to the design along the way. But the company still exists, and they
still make different models today.

As for the Edison EULA: yeah, Edison was an ass. He wasn't exactly known for being a
kindly old man, after all, but rather as a brutally effective businessman.

#21 POSTED BY TAKUAN , JANUARY. 14, 2009 2:23 P, ®

Edison-purchased most of his patents.

#22 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS , JANUARY 14, 2009 4:27 PM @

And he DID NOT invent the light bulb

#23 POSTED BY DRHAGGIS . JANUARY 14, 2009 7.47 PM ®

" @fouroboros I brought up the previous post, not to eriticize, but to inform. This oneisa

little different, with the noted price fix inclusion. I don't think the "See also" was there

- when it first came up.

Electronic copies and Creative commons would have made Edison's head explode. Not out
of confusion, but out of the lack of control he would have over the process.

#24 POSTED BY SPIREGRAIN , JANUARY 15, 2009 2:57 AM &

hitp://www.boingboing.net/2009/01/13/thomas-edisons-crapp.html
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You know - calculating the consumer price index back tells us that $0,35 in 1908 is worth
$8.14 today.

Other indexes are available, see here:
‘bitp://www.measuringworth.com/uscompare/

That's not too far off the price of an album on iTunes. It just goes to show... something.

Post a comment

Login or greate an account to comment on this entry.

WARNING: Anonymous messages are held for moderation. This could take a (long)
while. Or your comment may not be posted at al], Please consider greating an account and
logging in. It's fast, free, and we don't spam, ever.
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‘Malware gets a EULA

POSTED BY CORY DOCTOROW, APRIL 29, 2008 3:13 AM | PERMALINK

The criminals who sell the Zeus malware have added an end-user license agreement to
their "product,” setting out a bunch of terms controlling how the criminals who buy their
products may use it, and threatening dire technological reprisals for violations:

Symantee security researcher Liam OMurchu has details on this latest development,

The help section of the latest version of the Zeus malware states that the client has
no right to distribute Zeus in any business or commercial purpose not connected to
the injtial sale, cannot examine the source code of the product, has no right to use
the product to control other botnets, and cannot send the product to anti-virus
companies. The client does agree to "give the seller a fee for any update to the
product that is not connected with errors in'the work, as well as for adding
additional functionality." Modern license agreements take a great deal of (deserved)

“fire for being absurdly draconian, but even the likes of Adobe and Microsoft don't

claim that purchasing a version of their respective products locks the user into
buying future editions. '

It's obviously difficult for the manufacturers of an illegal produet to threaten legal
sanctions against an infringer, but the Zeus authors give it their best shot.
According to the EULA, "In cases of violations of the agreement and being detected,
the client loses any technical support. Moreover, the binary code of your bot will be
immediately sent to antivirus ecompanies.” Frankly, "We'll blow your kneeeaps off
and feed them to you," might be a bit more effective as a threat, but I suppose it's a
bit hard to carry out that threat over the Initernet.

Link (via £.)

i
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SHELBY COUNTY, TN .SHERIFF: WATCH OUT
FOR PHOTOGRAPHERS AND RADICAL -
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Discussion

#1 POSTED BY PIPENTA , APRIL 29, 2008 4:17 AM

&

The whole business of these damn EULAs is absolutely insane anyway. Really, this is no

crazier than the so-called legit ones. -

It's kind of perfect, in a bizarro universe kind of way, really...

#2 POSTED BY PIPENTA , APRIL 29, 2 4_%_

-Come to think of it, I've run into people who really think like this, Th1s isthe waya

cluster-b personality disordered person reasons,

/me shudders.

. #3 POSTED BY JONN . APRIL 29, 2008 5:39 AM

&

Criminals licensing criminal software to each other. Violation will incur the wrath of an
underworld lawyer in an underworld court overseen by the uber underworld judge.

#4 POSTED BY SUBTLE_TURTLE , APRIL 29, 2008 6:34 AM

That's nothing. You should see the EULA my dealer made me sign last time I bought

Heroin (v1.0) from him!

"In the event that Heroin becomes your drug interface of choice, the user agrees that all

http://www.boingboing.net/2008/04/29/malware-gets-a-eula.html
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future "licenses” will be purchased at double the original cost directly from Big Louie Drug
Tech Solutjons LLP,"

#5 POSTED BY GEEKSAREMYPEEPS , APRIL 29, 2008 6:51 AM 1O

Stories like this are why I no longer need to read the Cnion.

#5 POSTED BY NOEN , APRIL 29, 2008 8:44 AM . L0

Ayyyyyyyyy! Wassa madder? We're jest doin' bidness 'ere,

#7 POSTED BY BUDDYE6 , APRIL 29, 2008 §:59 AM : @

Great bhutzpah! Right up there with the kid who kills his parents asking for leniency
- because he's a 'poor orphan boy.'

#8 POSTED BY AGENT 86 , APRIL 30, 2008 3:18 AM @

They always screw you with those LLPs, right TURTLE?

Post a comment

v, Login or create an account to comtnent on this entry.

You can also comment anonymously below:

WARNIN G: Anonymous messages are held for moderation. This could take a (fong)
while. Or your comment may not be posted at all. Please consider creating an account and
logging in: It's fast, free, and we don't spam, ever.
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A reader writes: "Check out the EULA for the Department of Homeland Security's web
page for applying for travel visa waivers!” This is possibly the most obnoxious pop-up I've
ever seen. Imagine the federal government making you agree to waive your legal rights in

order to read about one of its programs! Welcome to the Electromc System for Travel
Authorization Web Site.
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#1 POSTED BY LSK , OCTOBER 16, 2008 8:14 PM 1O

"Imagine the federal government making you agree to waive your legal rights in order to
read about ane of its programs!”

“Yes, imagine it.
* Then see it.

#2 POSTED BY MDH , OCTOBER 16, 2008 8:17 PM @

"1 don't want to sell anything bought or processed, or buy anything sold or processed, or
process anything sold, bought, or processed, or repair anything sold, bought, or
processed.”

--Lloyd Daubler

#3 POSTED BY EL STINKO , OCTOBER 16, 2008 8:21 PM . @

What do you expect? It's the DHS! That's EXACTLY what they were created for, I think it's
naive to think that this sort of thing *doesn't* happen if you visit their site, I mean- do you
think that these things don't happen if you visit the CIA or FBI websites just because you
don't explicitly agree to it? Don't get me wrong, I am not condoning it by inaction. Quite
the opposite; I think the DHS should be completely dissolved (I'm not going into all that
now though). All I am saying is that at least they are nice enough to as your permission
before trampling your rights, because it surely is happening elsewhere without your
knowledge. .

#4 POSTED BY |RONIX . OCTOBER 18, 2008 8:25 P O]

Not only that, but using Safari on the Mac, you don't even have the option to disagree!

You can either press OK or you can force quit the browser.
. i
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#5 POSTED BY M , QCTOBER 16, 2008 8:27 PM ' L ®

I'm not sure, neither being a lawyer nor playing one on TV, but this would seem to
contradict their privacy act statement;

hitps://esta.cbp.dhs.gov/esta/privacy.htm

#6 POSTED BY MR_JOSH , OCTOBER 16,2008 8:35 PM ®

@ #4:
I wés Jjust coming here to post that, Now, I'm thinkin' that'd be illegal, right? Pretty much

forcing me to agree to something like that? Oh, government, I love how you continually
insult me and mock my rights. Keep on truckin'.

#7 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS., OCTOBER 16, 2008 8:41 PM @

Actually, there's a regulation out that says this kind of message is supposed to be the first
thing users see when visiting a government site, though DHS gets it wrong in that they're
displaying an older message--the newest message contains more legalese. Most
government webmasters either ignore it, put a link to it, or place it at the bottom of the
main page. DHS is doing a literal interpretation of the reg.

#B8 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS , QCTOBER 18, 2008 8:51 PM L)

I clicked the little X in the window and got through fine. [ didn't agree to anything.

- whereisian

#9 POSTED BY WERDNAGREE , QCTQBER 16. 2008 8:52 PM 1O

But wait...there's no way to.opt out. Isn't the point of EULA that you can decide to not
comply and *not* use the software/enter the website/etc? Ali you can do is click OK.

Essentilly, the DHS is forcing you to accept whatever they want do to and you have no
choice about it.

[
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#10 POSTED BY ANCNYMOUS |, OCTOBER 16, 2008 8:588 PM
Don't they know grammar? It should say that the DHS computer system and any related

- equipment ARE subject to monitoring, Oh, wait, I just got an email saying, "all your is are
_ belong to us™.

Go listen to any interview with James Bamford about his new book on the NSA, They saw
these bits before you did, as did agencies outside the US...

#11 POSTED BY MDH , OCTOBER 16, 2008 58 PM @

'Essenﬁlly, the DHS is forcing you to accept whatever they want do to and you have no
choice about it. '

6 yearé down the DHS rabbit-hole and you're finally figuring it out. Welecome.

#12 POSTED BY DEWYNKEN , OCTOBER 16, 2008 9:22 PM &

That EULA is worse than prison sex.

#13 POSTED BY TAKUAN , OCTORER 16, 2008 ;33 PM @
http://blog.wired.com/photos/uncategorized /2008/08/06/michael chertoff 660x.ipg

#14 POSTED BY TAKUAN , OCTOBER: 16,2008 9;34 PM ®

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/a1/Michael _Chertoff, official DHS_photo_portrait, 2007.jpg/470px
-Michael Chertoff, official DHS ‘photo portrait, 2007.ipg

#15 POSTED BY TAKUAN , OCTOBER 16..2008 9:35 PM &

‘http://www.militarvimages.net/photopost/data/615/Gaebbels.ipg

#16 POSTED BY THEMINDFANTASTIC , OCTOBER 16, 2008 10;19 FM ')

Why does anyone care anymiore, the America experiment has failed... rights and freedoms

' http://www.boingboing.net/2008/10/16/dhs-perfects-the-abu.html S 4/14/2009
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~ which you people used to point towards as being the basis of all that was good and holy
have been removed. The experiment is over... and you people watched it end with your
&yes open very much aware what was going on... but it was all so big picture you didn't
think that it would ever get so far, and it was more interesting to watch Top Model,
American Idol, and the National Sports more than the politicans ripping everything to
shreds around you... you saw it coming you let it happen... now that its over LET IT GO.

#17 POSTED BY TAKUAN , OCTOBER 16, 2008 10:33 PM @

and that is the test,

#18 POSTED BY NEILERASER , OCTOBER 16. 2008 10;35 PM ' &

That's a standard JavaScript alert(), there's no return value. Which means there is
abfsolutely no way for them to know if you pressed OK (agree) or clicked the close X.

They should have ﬁsed the confirm() function instead.

#19 POSTED BY FOETUSNAIL , OCTOBER 16, 2008 10:51 FM ‘ &

Maybe they just don't care if you agree or not, and as a government site providing a public
service they probably must let you through, whether you click ok or refuse.

#20 POSTED BY KMOSER . OCTOBER 16, 2008 10:55 PM

Er, where, exactly, are they suggesting you must waive your legal rights in order to use
. their web site?

There's nothing onerous about this; they're simply stating that they reserve the right to
monitor all traffic between your computer and their web site, and to take appropriate
action.

If anything, it sounds like standard best practices for ensuring their web site isn't subject
to abuse.

Now, if they were to take benign traffic and report that to, say, the FBI as abuse, then

hitp://www.boingboing.net/2008/10/16/dhs-perfects-the-abu.html
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perhaps that would be out of line (much like using the DMCA to fraudulent takedown
notices), but nothing of the sort is implied here.

#21 POSTED BY MARKHE , OGTOBER 16, 2008 11:05 PM ®

Possibly the most ironic use of the word "Welcome" in a page header.

#22 POSTED BY DELETCHER , OCTOBER 16, 2008 11:36 PM ' (O

LOL this entire post can be summarized as:
OMG teh logz!

Most badly worded warning about logging I've ever seen. But it doesn't sound anything
more than many (most?) sites do already - capture data about your visit. The bigger the
site, the harder this problem,'so it's much more likely that all the data is stored in
smaller/mid-sized sites, Larger sites probably only capture aggregate data and specific
bits of interesting stuff, e]se they have massive logs to deal with every day.

Every site I've ever been-involved with (do_zené or more now} log lots of info about every
click.

#23 POSTED BY TEKNA2007 , OCTOBER 17, 2008 12:11 AM LO

themindfantastic @ 16

Why does anyone care anymore, the America experiment has failed... now that its over
LETITGO.

Hang on, Help is on the way.

#24 POSTED BY FOETUSNAIL , OCTOBER 17, 2008 12:11 AM | @®

This site collects a lot of data as well, but they don't have a direct line to the guys in black,

#25 POSTED BY MATT4077 , OCTQBER 17, 2008 2:41 AM LO

http://www.boingboing.net/2008/10/1 6/&hs-perfects—the-abu.html ' ' 4/14/2009
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Is nobody actually worried there's such a thing as an "Electronic System for Travel
Authorization"? I'm sure its function is completely innocent right now, but how soon do
you have to apply for a permit to visit your out-of-state friends?

#26 POSTED BY DV REVOLUTIONARY , OCTOBER 17, 2008 2:49 AM ' @®

This statement doesn't ask you to give up a single right. It spells out what they may do
with data the feel was generated in the commission of a fraud.

Like reading you your Maranda Rights it is actually a short self contained civics lesson.
This is not that-polished but it feels just as welcoming. It is meant to put you on guard.

#27 POSTED BY BASJOHN , OCTORER 17, 2008.5:39 AM @

It needs a "No it's not fucking okay" button too.

#28 POSTED BY NICHOLAS WEAVER , QCTOBER 17, 2008 7:08 AM ®

This is NOT an abusive EULA.
Rather, it is a notification that the DHS, as operator of the network and remote
compntter in question, will actually be enforecing its rights to monitor and protect its

own gystems from criminial activity and other abuse.

This is exactly why there is no "deciine” button. This is a notification that the DHS will
-actually be doing what it is allowed to do.

So are you sdying that the DHS doesn't have the rights to monitor its own systems (the
_ ones you are contacting) to detect abuse?

Or that it shouldn't tell you about it?

I'm pretty certain that there isn't anything sinister going on with this.

http://www.boingboing.net/2008/10/1 6/dhs-perfects-the-abu.html
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=#30 POSTED BY JACORD , OCTQBER 17, 2008 8:23 AM ®

Abusive EULA? I don't think so... That message boils down to "we check our web logs."
Big deal. '

#31 POSTED BY SAMSAM , OCTOBER 17, 2008 8:33 AM @

Like #28 says, this is not an EULA. You don't need to agree to anything.
‘What makes it confusing is the unnegessary line at the bottom:

By clicking OK below or by using this system you consent to the terms set forth
in this notice.

(a) The OX button thus has no meaning (except as a way to close the window), so they
should have left the first clause out to avoid confusing this with a EULA.

(b) There are no terms to consent to, just as we don't have any terms to consent to when
BoingBoing logs our information. We don't have a choice.

#32 POSTED BY PGIB | OCTOBRER 17.2008 8:54 AM ®

Simple solution: disable Javascript before going to the site, and you'll never be notified of
those terms, If you're not made aware of the terms, how can you possibly agree to them?

#33 POSTED BY SAMF , QCTOBER 17, 2008 10:11 AM ' @®

This is actually a pretty standard security notice, And if I remember right, they don't
actually even have to display this notice. It pretty much boils down to "We log what you do
on this system, and we inspect those logs, If you do something you're not supposed to,
we'l] take appropriate actions.”" They have the right to do those things anyway, so the
notice is pretty much just a courtesy. L hope nobody out there thinks that if they cancel the
notice, or do something illegal on a government website that doesn't display a notice like
this, that they will somehow automagically be exempt from prosecution.

Move along, nothing to see here.

http://www.boingboing.net/2008/10/16/dhs-perfects-the-abu. html
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#34 POSTED BY ANOMALY6S , OGTOBER 17, 2008 10:57 AM @

It doesn't surprise me any more,

However, you could just close to popup by clicking the X. You have not clicked ves, you
have not agreed, but the you ean still use the site.

#35 POSTED BY KENEKE B, OCTOBER 17..2008 11:45 AM ®

Looks a Iot like the pop up we have here at Boeing on our computers, Of course, it's
actually work computers and not our personal ones.

#36 POSTED B_Y ELYTCH , QCTOBER 17,2008 12:42 PM @

opt out???? LOL... never... they do it no matter if you agree or not... they do it with
everything... here they are just telling you about it... it's not a choice it's a disclaimer...

#37 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS , QCTCBER 17, 2008 2:03 PM 1O

@#15 Takuan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mr. Burns

damn takuan, you teh man

#39 POSTED BY SHMERKER , OCTOBER 17, 2008 11:22 PM &

This isn't really an agreement so much as-a fair warning. It's actually kind of nice how up
front they're being about it. The truly lame part is the sloppy implementation. If you really
are asking someone to agree to something you need some kind of command for
disagreeing. The 'x' button doesn't really count since—as someone already pointed out—
it's not there in all browsers. It's also pretty lame to put that much text into an alert box
where it can't be copied and pasted for your own records*. What this is going to is
needlessly scare people about what's really not a big'deal. I really don't see how this is any

http://www.boingboing.net/2008/10/16/dbs-perfects- the-abu.hml
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‘more invasive than anything the DHS already does.

* I've never understood why windows doesn't let you copy and paste from a message box,
it would save a lot of time troubleshooting.

#40 POSTED BY BLOODNIECE B3, QCTOBER 18, 2008 8:20 AM @

I'm using Firefox on OSX and just hit escape to bypass the popup.

#41 POSTED BY KALYIAMA , QCTOBER 19,.2008 12;02 AM ' : &

This looks a lot like what the internal gov't EULA/warnings will say, which is: we monitor

_ our traffic and check our weblogs. my guess is that it was easier to post something similar

to that than formulate a whole new eula, not much to see here, move along...

#42 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS , OCTOBER 18, 2008 8:37 AM @&

@39: It's perfectly easy to copy text from dialogs in Windows. Depending on the type, you
press either Ctrl+C or Ctrl+Shift+Ins when one has the focus. Sometimes you can just

* copy the text the usual way by selecting it first. But you can almost always copy it some

way or other,

-Oh, and for the OP: You should check out WinSnap (nagware these days, but version

1.1.10 is still available at ntwind.com/download/old) for taking screenshots of dialogs
{and anything else, for that matter).

.Post a comment

WARNING: Anonymous messages are held for moderation. This could take a (long)
while. Or your comment may not be posted at all. Please consider ereating an aceount and

' logging in. It's fast, free, and we don't spam, ever.
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Crazy EULA makes you agree to a bunch of other EULAs - Boing Boing

| Crazy EULA makes ydu agree to a bunch of other EULAs

POSTED BY CORY DOGTQROW, OCTOBER 11, 2007 6:24 PM | PERMALINK

Sam installed a IE plugin called Web Viewer todaj-f, and when he clicked on the license

"agreement,” he noticed that it contained this clause:

The Software may contain third party software which requires notices and/or
additional terms and conditions. Such required third party software notices and/or
additional terms and conditions are made a part of and incorporated by reference
into this EULA. By accepting this EULA, you are also accepting the additional terms

and conditions, if any, set forth therein.

Get that? When you agree to the EULA for Web Viewer, you also agree to a bunch of other,
nonspecified "agreements” somewhere else. Better hope that there's nothin' unreasonable

‘in them! Link (Thanks, Sam/)
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Discussion

#1.POSTED BY MNEPTOK , OCTOBER 11, 2007 6:37 PM @

Leave it to IE to need a plugin to view the web.
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#2 POSTED BY SKEP , OCTOBER 11, 2007 6:45 PM @

I would hope that such non-specific BS is unenforceable since it, like almost all ELUAs,
says that you agree to whatever they decide to say now or in the future, in perpetuity.

#3 POSTED BY §5 , OCTOBER 11. 2007 6:57 PM ®

By reading this comment, you agree to cook me dinner every night for a week, -

#4 [‘:’OSTED BY DCULBERSON , OCTOBER 11, 2007 7;02 PM @D

Crap! I don't have time for that! Oh well... hope you like ramen.

#5 POSTED BY NON-BB-GADGET-ACCOUNT , OCTOBER 11, 2007 7;05 PM @

@8s5:

damn, i just did! ok then, where do you live and what do you like to eat?

#6 POSTED BY MUSICMAN , OCTOBER 11..2007 7:09 P! ®

beaten to it by mneptok - wif does IE need a "web viewer" for?

‘When you get to the product page (
hitp://www.anbsoftware.co.uk/viewproduct. php?id=11 )it claims (lotz):

"This program has been developed to give Windows Mobile users the facility to have a
very useful and functional tabbed web browser. Other tabbed mobile web browsers are
either bulky, slow, or not free. This program is éntirely free to use and uses Pocket
Internet Explorer to show the web pages." '

I take it they mean free beer, not free speech :)

#7 POSTED BY DRAGONPHYRE , OCTOBER 11, 2007 7:27 PM @&

http://www.boingboing:net/2007/10/1 1/crazy-eula-makes-you.html
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I had a frog. Its name was peepers. It eated little bugs, I liked him, It's sad that a EULA
made me eat him, '

#8 POSTED BY MADMOLECULE , OCTOBER 11, 2007 7:35 PM : &

Better hope that there's nothin' unreasonable in themn!

I'd say one should hope there IS something unreasonable; you're more likely to get the
whole mess voided that way.

#9 POSTED BY ANDREW . QCTOBER 11..2007 7:48 PM - @

This looks like a pro forma agreement they bought for a few dollars on which they just
changed the business name. It also looks like a US agreement, despite the company being
UK based and the EULA citing UK jurisdiction (e.g. there's no reference to the company's

~ liability for death or personal injury). The clause cited above would almost certainly be

held to be unfair in a consumer contract (e.g. see p43 of this hclggu;p_e'g“t,).

{(Caveats: I didn't read the whole thing (I read enough of the damn things anyway for stuff
1 actually do want to install) and, of course, IANAL.)
#f!b POSTED BY DORAN . OCTOBER 11,2007 8:22 PM

I can't imagine this aspect of the EULA is enforceable. Bu'thit would still take a chunk of
cash and a good bit of time to prove it in court.

© #1171 POSTED BY KRISJOHN . OCTOBER 11, 2007 8:25 PM ®

Private comment, do not read,

#12 POSTED BY MIKECITROME . OCTOBER 11, 2007 8:47 PM

This looks pretty unenforceable. You can force people to sign all kinds of cockamamie

http://www.boingboing.net/2007/10/1 1/crazy-eula-makes-you.html
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contraets, it does not mean a judge will give force to them. Even a clause for mandatory
arbitration can be broken if a judge decides it's abusive or just plain nuts.

#13 POSTED BY SAM RS, OCTOBER 11,2007 9:47 P @

While the contract may not be enforceable, it doesn't change the fact that the software
comes with a bunch of unidentified crap.

#14 POSTED BY CJ . QCTOBER 12,2007 4:29 AM &

Pity, because it actually seems like nice app - for those saying "what does IE need a web
viewer for", it's an add-on for windows mobile users. Pocket IE doesn't allow tabs or
multiple windows, and this adds that functionality.

#15 POSTED BY THORZDAD . QCTORER 12, 2007 6:48 AM ®

By reading my comment you agree to any and all terms I may invent, now and in the
future, with no recourse to appeal or arbitration. Sucks to be you,

#16 POSTED BY ] EKPHREAK , QCTOBER 12, 2007 7:26 AN ®

What happens if the other EULAs you have to agree to, contain a bunch of other EULAs,
and those EULAs contain even more EULAs.

Congratulations, You soul is now the soul property of Microsoft. Please register it tbday.

- #17 POSTED BY TERESA NIELSEN HAYDEN / MODERATOR . OCTOBER 12..2007 8:15.AM @
Cory, one of these days you ought to blog the text of that anti-EULA you use as your e-
majl .sig.

#18 POSTED BY EDT. , OCTOBER 12, 2007 10:47 AM @

Teresa, is it this one?

http://www.boingboing.net/2007/10/1 1/crazy-eula-makes-you htm] : ' 4/14/2009
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" http://vrww.bojnghoing.net/2007/01/25/reasopableagreemento.htm]

#19 POSTED BY THE UNUSUAL SUSPEGT , OCTOBER 12, 2007 10:49 AM O

"Cory, one of these days you ought to blog the text of that anti-EULA you use as your e-
mail .gig."

" Do you mean the ReasonableAgreement EULA?:

http://www.boingboing.net/2007/01/25/reasonableagreemento.html

#20 POSTED BY ANSISPLAT , OCTOBER 13, 2007 5:30 PM <>

This sort of contract clause is called boiler plate language. Courts usually dont enforce this
language if it is 1) unreasonable, if it is 2) iridustry wide enough to not afford the
consumer a choice, and if it is 3) something that a consumer would commenly know to be

' part, of the agreement, I dont know why so many consumers even bother paying any

attention to these types of agreements, theres nothing you can do about it and most of the
time, if theres a problem, the provision proves unenforceable anyway. Take a chill pill and
dont worry about it,

I think Ansisplat left out a "not" in point (3). The more unreasonabie or unexpected a
buried provision is, the less likely a court is to enforce it. '

The converse is: the more unexpected or unreasonable a provision is, the more you have
to draw someone's attention to it to make it binding (and some will never be binding, and
some a court would never assume consent to without very strong evidence.)

There are good practical and economic reasons for non-negotiated contracts, particularly
for mass-marketed goods and services. The vendor cannot negotiate every transaction at a

reasonable cost.

I understand the motive (or at least can formulate a reasonable one) for the EULAs-

http:/}’www.boingboing.net/ZOO’/‘/ 10/11/crazy-eula-makes-you.html
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within-a-EULA that started this thread: there really are (or may be) embedded programs
within the primary program, that may have their own conditions of use (usually that the
end user can't copy them to make his/her owri products.)

It would rnake for better custormner relations, and probably for better enforceability if push
ever came to shove, for the vendor at the top of the heap (Microsoft, in this example and
in so many ways ...) to do its own investigation and legal analysis and make a single EULA
to cover the whole product.

And why not make it reasonable, while they're at it?

-#22 POSTED BY ANTHROPOMORPHICTOAST , QCTOBER 14, 2007 12:51 M ®

All that just for tabbed browsing? Meh, I'll stick with my PSP and its limited 'net
capabilities, thanks,

Post a comment

Login or create an account to comment on this entry.

" You can also comment anonymously below:

WARNING: Anonymous messages are held for moderation. This could take a (long)
while, Or your comment may not be posted at all. Please consider ¢reating an account and
logging in. It's fast, free, and we don't spam; ever.
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Sony's EULA is worse than their rootkit

POSTED BY CORY DOGTORQW, NOVEMBER 9, 2005 3:01 PM | PERMALINK

If you're unfortunate enough to buy music from Sony, you may think that the worst thing
they'll do to you is screw you by infecting your computer with malicious rootkit software.
Not so! Rootkits are only the beginning. If you want to see how Sony really gives its
-customers the shaft, have a look at these conditions in the license you have to agree to
when you put a Sony music CD in your computer:

1. If your house gets burgled, you have to delete all your music from your laptop
when you get home, That’s because the EULA says that your rights to any copies

terminate as soon as you no longer possess the original CD.

2. You can't keep your musi¢ on any computers at work. The EULA only gives you
the right to put copies on a "personal home computer system owned by you.”

3. If you move out of the country, you have to delete all your music, The EULA
specifically forbids "export" outside the country where you reside.

4. You must install any and all updates, or else lose the music on your computer,
The EULA immediately terminates if you fail to instalt any update. No more holding

http://www.boingboing.net/2005/11/09/sonys-eula-is-worse-.html
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out on those hobble-ware downgrades masquerading as updates.

- 5. Sony-BMG can insta}l and use backdoors in the copy protection software or
media player to "enforce their rights" against you, at any time, without notice. And
Sony-BMG disclaims any liability if this "self help" crashes your computer, exposes
you to security risks, or any other harm.

6. The EULA says Sony-BMG will never be liable to you for more than $5.00. That's
right, no matter what happens, you can't even get back what you paid for the CD.

- 7. If you file for bankruptcy, you have to delete all the music on your computer.
Seriously. '

8. You have no right to transfer the music on your computer, even along with the
-original CD.

9. Forget about using the music as a soundtrack for your latest family photo
slideshow, or mash-ups, or sampling. The EULA forbids changing, altering, or make
derjvative works from the music on your computer.

Someone tried to tell me the other week that the iTunes Music Store's days were
numbered, because the music industry would shortly begin selling tracks directly to the
public, Oh. Really. Does a company that makes you agree to terms like these, a company
that infects your computer with malicious software, seem competent to offer a service
directly to the public? The music companies are like high-strung obnoxious rock-stars --
they need a buffer, like an agent or a retailer, to sit between them and the people who pay
them. If we were to have to deal with the music oligarchs directly, the experience would be
50 toxic that 100 percent of the world would turn into Kazaa downloaders in 30 days. Link
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CBC introduces RSS feeds with shitty EULA o gh E ergy
; section brought to you by,

POSTED BY XENI JARDIN, DECEMBER 10, 2004 7:56 AM | PERMALINK A

Reader Ben says,

.

. i
"It would appear that the CBC (Canadian Broadcasting Corporation) is finally

o
exporting RSS feeds. Prior to this they had a headline service, but it was not wildly : atat | .  — g—
used -- though widly eritized. Unfortunately they have included a required User : F R E E B
Agreement that boggles the mind in some places. My favorite bits so far: : ' -

i - Sony Ericsson W350 -
Guarantees. You represent and warrant that: | ¥y o

Watkman' phone with -
tunes, camara, and more
*snip*
e) you will not remove, conceal or obliterate any copyright or other proprietary
notice or any credit-line or date-line or other mark or source identifier included on
the CBC Feed and Feed Content, inclﬁding without limitation, the size, color,
Jocation or style of CBC/Radio~-Canada’™s trade-mark [AGAIN WILL THERE BE :
ANY?] T YOU'RE PROBABLY TOO LATE TO BUY THE
' % % Yector FM and NOAA Weather Alert
Radic with Flashlight- 2 Pack .

- MEXT TIME, REMEMBER | Hs

Ok boys and girls, Leaving [ COMMENTS IN YOUR AGREEMENTS IS PRETTY
DUMB ]. [ GO DEVELOPERS ] Another fun bit:

% woot!

‘Promotion. You shall not make any promotion or advertisement of the CBC Feed or
Feed Content, without the written authorization of CBC/Radio-Canada.

So by firing this off to the BB crew, I'm in violation?
Mounties, arrest that BoingBoing reader! Link

Reader Brandon Ellis says,

. . T . o Advertise Here With Fil
So stupid.. not to mention that the page listing the rgs feeds is unprotected AND ; wiw.federatedmedia.net

~ http://www.boingboing.net/2004/12/10/cbe-introduces-rss-f.html 4/14/2009 -
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listed in the source page with the EULA agreement. Think I'll build a web service
~ that illegally accesses their feeds and runs teh results through the Shizzolator.. then
I sell it. :-) '

Reader Chris Beck says,
1 think the most egregious portion of the RSS EULA is: "Website Exclusivity. You
guarantee that the CBC Feed or Feed Content shall be the exclusive content on your

website from a general news and information provider.”

Reader Boris says,

.The CBC feed "agreement" has already been fixed! Quick! Personally, I feel the best
part of the agreement is'certainly: "g) for the duration of the Agreement, you shall
not behave in any way or participate in any activity deemed by the Canadian public

" to be morally reprehensible.” So canadian! '

%% FAVORITE THIS! % sEND diggit

OLDER _ NEWER
ARNOL D SCHWARZENNEGER TRIBUTE BAND MOMENT OF COUTURE ZEN
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You can also comment anonymously below:

WARNING: Anonymous messages are held for moderation. This could take a (long)
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Home Depot's bullshit EULA- UPDATED

POSTED BY CORY DOCTOROW, FEBRUARY 26, 2007 8:13 AM | PERMALINK

Mark sez, "Now there's a EULA when you check out of Home Depot. In order to check out
with the eashier, I had to sign an credit card receipt saying L had been given the

nowhere in sight.”

opportunity to read 'customer agreement #156326." Of course, the agreement was

Update: Abelard sez, " As a former employee of HD, I bear them no great ]ové, but the slip
Mark was asked to sign is spit out when you do a transaction that involves the 'Special

Services' desk - i.e. either a special order, a delivery or a will call.

"In all three cases the customer agreement is assigned a unique number (in his case,
#156326) and is printed on letter-sized paper with the particulars of the order (items,
colors, delivery date, etc.). This sheet also has disclaimers, such as 'We deliver curbside
only, we won't go into your house' and 'Yes, I truly do want a fire-engine-red bidet and 1

know I can't return it.'

"We used to get the customer to sign off on the 8.5 X 11 and we would keep a copy, but
someone decided it would be easier or more efficient to do this at the checkout,

"If he didn't get a copy of the customer agreement, then his salesperson did a bad joh (I

sure hope he knows what he just paid for, too!).”

B9 FAVORITE THIS! H% SEND digg it

i
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