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OUTWITTING THE NEXT GUY IN SOAP BOX RACEING

BECUMING AN ENTRANT:

In order to become an entrant you must be between
the ages of eleven to fifteen, and must go to school.
KULES & REGULATIONS:

There are several rules & regulations that you
must go by. The entrant mgs%;desibn & construct the
racer by himself. Th;;?are\éiven specifications on
the length, helgth, & width of car. There are sev-
eral clearence rules, weigzht of driver & car, cost
and & few other minor details.The most important
rule is concerned with the wheels, being the ma jor
part of the race.

CONSTREUCTION OF CAR:

The car may be made of several elements., It may
be covered with wood, tin aluminum, fiber glass or
papier-maché, Every car must have a well-built brake
and steering system. Springs masy be built of wood
only. The car should be more or less streamlined to
a good aerod}n&mic design. ﬁeibht must be built in
car of wood only. The car may not cost over 15 dollars.
PROCEBDURE OF LOCAL KACES:

On race day all cars must pass inspection. Then
all cars are taken to the top of the hill where
they are set on & ramp, and then are releas&fat
once so they will pet a even start. Being & gravity
race, downnill maximum weigoht woula be to the ad-

vantage., The winner of each heat is teken back to
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PROCEEDUKE OF LUCAL RACES: (cont.)
the top of the hill where he will compete with
othef winners., Belng a limination type of rsace
ALt
Géey”will race till the last three cars.,
WINNERS OF LOCAL VICENITYS:
bk i —

All local winners are sent to Arkon, Ohio,where
they will compete for the grand prize of five
thousand dollars. There are about one hundred and
fifty seven local winners representing various
citys, towns and other countrys. Soap Box Raceing

i1s sponcered by the Cnevolet deslers and a local

newspeper from each city.
HOWTITO BECOME A CHAMPION:

This is the question that_ggls thru the minds
of thousands of young lads who make a honest effort
and would almost give enything to become a champion.
I can truthfully say that 90% of the boys work hours
and ﬁours, Just to be disappointed., WHY? Becsause
they are either to lazy to 8o ,out to find out what
makes & champ, maybe becausei%heir iéZperience,

or maybe their not rich enough¥. Well Soap Box Racy¥ing

/

is not a young lads game. It's for about 10% of

the boys'fathers to build a good car and then, try
to find four sgpeigriyheels that in their opinion
can not be beat orih;r;ﬂto beat. Being in Soap Box
Racélng, for seven years,I have met over a dozen boys

who have gone to Arkon and have either placed first

second or third in the finals. I have gone to school
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HOW TO BECUME A CHANPIQN: (cont.)
with some and have ﬁeéjéhe acquaintance of others.
How these fellows have gone back are all similsar,
Wheels. There are a few ways to pget superior wheels.
l. You must go throush hundreds of sets of wheels
and by actual testing on the track you can determine
which are the besﬁ; (it will take close to a year
to test all wheels.)
<. About the Dbiggest crime in wheels 1s where the
fathers pressed the bearings out egnd put precisgion-—-
made ball besrings in., Also they will buff the
rubber down about f one-eighthof an inch, and then
dip the whole wheel in a solulion or just plain
white gas and by chemical reaction the rubber will
react to this treatment and will be twelve inchgg
again, (wheels are all the same aiameter. 1li"),
The rules specifically say you must not tamper with
the wheels at all. You must buy them at the Chevolet
agency and use them a2t the race only. If every one
would £0 oy the rules then it would be luck who got
the better wheels, and the race woula consist of
many things, like a well-constructed car, good
driving, good rear wheel alignment, good suspenion,
good weight distribution and a few other things.
H aving the wheels fixed by an expert may cost up
to four hundred dollars, but it 1s truly worth it

if you want to become a champ. There are several

headaches ana you must have patients. Everything

el
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HOW TO BECOME A CHAMPION: (cont.)

must be perfect. You should never be disappointed

if you don't win because if you don't, there was a

better person outwittinf TOU.

I have just mentionﬁbriefly ana ruffly a few
things on what it takes to become a champion..

MY PEKSONAL EXPERIENCE IN SOAP BOX RACEING:

I started when I was thirteen yeafs of age and

my older brother John auggeé;g;iée me if I would

be interest in entering. It sounded interesting

so we started from scratch., After three to four

A
months, we finish? our master piece. The day of
the race came and we thought we had the winner.

To our surprise we lost our first heat. &% were
rea%rdisappointed and di;Zuragd{ Thank God, someone
took a interest in us and he happerf to be one of
what you might call the clange. He told us thst we
were banging our heads against a stone wall if

we didhht krow a few things thet was ;oiné on, which
we soon learnmed. I would have to give all the credit
to my brother, becasuse he made a point to find out
every _thing that had to be done. The next year I
grew a little and we thought we would build one

for my younger brother George. New Ideas went into
action that year. Ve t;&gg a few sets of wheels

and were given a few and then we picked the four
that were best. We placed tenth out of six hundred
entrants , We q&qgﬁp stop there. We got more idess,

better wheels, and returned to the track the following
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MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE IN SOAP BOX RACEING: (cont.)
year. Once again we improved by going up to the
finals. We were determind{to win this race yet.

We entered a few local rsces which were sponcered
by small citys, and they just gave trophies and
prizes. We won one of those but that did'nt give
us the right to go to A¥Kon. This was our final
year since my brother was fifteen. We had quiet
8 bid of experience behind us. It was just a few
veers but my brother John knew as much if not more
than a person of ten years of expeifnce. We were
S0 determina(to win that we travell'to Phoenix,
Arizona,becsuse we wanted to win for sure. The
competition at Los Angeles is one of the hardest
spots in the United States. We knew we had the
best car and one of the best sets of wheels that
coulngaed. Through a lot ofeesxpenge and time
our dreams came true. We had the rights to go to
the Eﬁst. The day of the finals came, and racging
began. We had won our first three heats and diled
throu&h each one, knowing that if he~@5£id lose
Won ‘heat he would be elimiffeted. He was up for the
inal heat, The winner would win 5000k dollars,
the boy that teok second would win $4000. & the
third winner would win §3000. 811 in college
scollerships, plws: several other wownderful prizes.

Well/George took second loaing by a foot and a half,

Every time George went down John & I went right down

with him. E 0 4N ]
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